Trees Are Good, Grass Is Better
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Dzd you know?
To a greater extent than trees,
lurfgrass acts as an agent to
purify contaminants and con-
trol soil erosion. !

* Lawns are very efficient oxy-
gen producers, They are about
three times more effective than
trees. And, their season to pro-
duce oxygen is much longer
than trees.?

* Another almost counter-
intuitive assertion comes from
Ron Barnett of American Plant
Food, who states that turf pro-
duces more oxygen per square
foot than "anything else” and replacing it
with a patio or a single tree would be a net
loss to air quality.3

* Atypical 18-hole golf course produces
enough oxygen to support 4,000 to 7,000
people. That means a state like Georgia for
example, with its 430 golf courses, produces
e?ough oxygen for more than 1 million peo-
ple.d

*  While carbon sequestration exists on tees, it
was not nearly as much as occurs on the fair-
ways and greens, and the researchers are still
investigating the reasons for this difference.

* A University of Manchester study has calcu-
lated that a mere 10 percent increase in the
amount of green space in built-up centers
would reduce urban surface temperatures by
as much as 4°C (7.2°F). This 4°C (7.2°F)
drop in temperature, which is equivalent to
the average predicted rise through global
warming by the 2080s, is caused by the
cooling effect of water as it evaporates into
the air from leaves and vegetation through a
process called transpiration.t

“As the concern about global warming continues
to escalate, local municipalities, state agencies and
governments across the globe are attempting to ad-
dress environmental concerns with the best of inten-
tions. But some of their decisions, though well in-
tended, may  actually create  unpleasant
consequences in the not to distant future,” according
to Turf Resource Center.

An example of how some of these programs have
evolved is evident by the “Cash for Grass™ program
introduced by the Victor Valley Water District in
Victorville, California. In their effort to encourage
water conservation they now offer incentives to
homeowners who actually convert their natural turf-
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grass 1o artificial turf.” Of course,
4 there are other numerous programs
{ in different parts of the country that
offer varied incentives to remove turf
and replace it with native plants or
plants considered more drought tol-
erant. In some cases trees are often
encouraged but the use of turfgrass is
discouraged. Could there be environ-
mental consequences to such deci-
sions? Why do some government de-
cision makers view trees as being
M sacred and yet perceive grass as be-
ing bad? Perhaps it’s as much a mat-
ter of misinformation as it is educa-
tion according to the Turf Resource
Center.

Dr. Sylvan Addink, a Cenified Professional
Agronomist, offered the following comment as part
of his executive summary for - Trees Are Sacred,
Grass Is Bad, Why? “History is dotted with exam-
ples of worthy causes which have been promoted by
the use of questionable scientific data and assump-
tions. Unfortunately, the errors are often uncovered
after it is 100 late to correct the environmental prob-
lems which occur. In many urban water conserva-
tion programs there is a perceived difference in the
benefits and cosis of trees versus grasses. Trees are
promoted while all types of grasses are restricted or
targeted for removal. This perception is not fully
based upon scientific fact but upon impressions and
assumptions such as those we get when we see irri-
gation water running down the gutter in front of our
homes each morning.”
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