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A home game, at a 
new home
Charlotte High School's $7 million 
football facility replaces the one 
ruined by Hurricane Charley in '04

By KEVIN DALE 
kevin.dale@heraldtribune.com 

PUNTA GORDA -- Hundreds of 
students dressed in blue and gold, 
hyper as only packs of teenagers on a Friday night can be, bustled into 
the new Tarpon Stadium, passing by their darkened former field. 
 
It was just over three years ago, on Aug. 13, 2004, that Hurricane 
Charley littered the retired field with what seemed like the contents of 
the 81-year-old Charlotte High School. 
 
That night, athletic officials examined the decades-old stadium, 

 
EverythingNewsBusinessesmore » 

       

Advertisement

http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071006/NEWS/710060346/-1/NEWS08 (1 of 3)10/8/2007 10:31:25 AM

http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0101
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0105
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0102
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0107&template=ovr4
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0103
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0106
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=NEWS0104
http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/subscribe
http://www.heraldtribune.com/newspaperads
http://www.heraldtribune.com/browseclassifieds
http://www.heraldtribune.com/browseclassifieds
http://www.heraldtribune.com/subscribe
http://www.heraldtribune.com/magazines
http://www.heraldtribune.com/snn
http://www.heraldtribune.com/snn
http://www.heraldtribune.com/snn
http://www.heraldtribune.com/register
http://www.heraldtribune.com/login
http://forums.heraldtribune.com/groupee/forums?a=dl&f=3941081465&s=3341001365&x_id=710060346&x_subject=A+home+game+at+a+new+home&x_link=http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071006/NEWS/710060346
http://forums.heraldtribune.com/groupee/forums?a=dl&f=3941081465&s=3341001365&x_id=710060346&x_subject=A+home+game+at+a+new+home&x_link=http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071006/NEWS/710060346
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION04
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20071006&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=710060346&SectionCat=&Template=printart
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20071006&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=710060346&SectionCat=&Template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(450,467,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20071006&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=710060346&SiteData=SH&SectionCat=');
javascript:NewWindow(450,467,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20071006&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=710060346&SiteData=SH&SectionCat=');
http://www.heraldtribune.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=BUSINESS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/BUSINESS/710080335/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/BUSINESS/710080335/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/BUSINESS/710080401/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=SPORTS
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=FEATURES
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/FEATURES/710080371/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/FEATURES/710080408/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?CATEGORY=OPINION01&template=ovr2
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/OPINION/710080323/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/OPINION/710080323/1060/NEWS0110
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20071008/OPINION/710080327/1060/NEWS0110
javascript:NewWindow(600,410,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&Site=SH&Date=20071006&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=710060346&Ref=AR');
javascript:NewWindow(705,610,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&Site=SH&Date=20071006&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=710060346&Ref=AR');
mailto:kevin.dale@heraldtribune.com
http://www.michaelsaunders.com/
http://www.heraldtribune.com/search


A home game, at a new home

S. 

The statue stands 26 feet 
tall but will it stand again in 
Sarasota? (14) 

Woman mauled to death by 

her pit bulls (43) 
Sarasota ranked as 
affordable market (3) 

Taking steps to break the 
cycle of violence 

Its lovely but park in 
Sarasota had a price (6) 

Penny tax will mean more 

for North Port (11) 
Teen charged in shooting at 
McDonalds (3) 

Empty condo a symbol of 
lost dreams 

Off-Duty Wis. Deputy 
Sheriff Kills 6 (6) 

Mortgage Meltdown (5) 
Use World War II model in 
Iraq 

Universal health insurance 

is flawed (35) 
Suspects in North Port 
burglaries fail to outrun 
police (19) 

Sarasota open-air market 
director calls the police on 

activist (66) 
Food should be free (49) 

How many times do you 

want to vote? (4) 
House Resolution 
Supporting Limbaugh (237) 

Urge Bush to sign bipartisan 
bill on Children's Healthcare 

(133) 
Everyone JUMP-IN (2579) 

Blackwaters murky world 

(3) 

including its felled light towers and toppled press box, and wept. 
 
Friday night, as Charlotte High hosted the first home game at its 
rebuilt $7 million stadium, there were no tears and little time for them 
anyway. 
 
"It's probably been one of the most laborious weeks I've had in a long 
time," said Charlotte High Athletic Director Brian Nolan as he 
coordinated the event with a walkie-talkie. 
 
Nolan stood outside the stadium's new control booth, where the 
intensity of preparations matched that of a space shuttle launch. 
 
Nolan took a few seconds to watch the rows of bleachers fill with 
hundreds of Charlotte High students, parents and alumni. 
 
"This is one of my proudest moments," he said. 
 
Since Hurricane Charley, Charlotte High has played only 12 homes 
games, all on the makeshift old field, which was partially flooded by 
Friday's rains. 
 
Beside the former field's drainage issues, the old booth for coaches 
and announcers consisted of a rickety system of scaffolding and 
plywood, said Wayne Sallade, Charlotte County's director of 
emergency management and game announcer for the Tarpons for 29 
years. 
 
Off-field coaches would monitor their teams above Sallade, supported 
by only a layer of plywood. 
 
"Sometimes, we didn't know if they were going to join us," he said. 
"We could hear every footstep and every expletive." 
 
In addition to a more sturdy control booth, the new stadium features a 
new field of Celebration Bermuda grass that drained perfectly. 
 
"That turf on that field is every bit as nice as the Tampa Bay Bucs' 
field," said district construction manager Gene Spurr, who helped 
oversee the stadium's construction. 
 
Friday marked the first home game for the Fighting Tarpons since 
since Nov. 3, 2006, and students have been anticipating the game 
since the start of school in August. 
 
"People have been waiting for this game like crazy," said sophomore 
Zack Hardwick, 15. "A home game is a home game." 
 
Perhaps one of the most nervous fans was Punta Gorda resident 
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A home game, at a new home

Wayne Goff, a fourth-generation Charlotte County resident and 1957 
Charlotte High graduate. 
 
Fifty-one years ago -- on Oct. 5 -- Goff, captain of the football team, 
handled the first kickoff at the inaugural game for the former Tarpon 
Stadium as Donna, the homecoming queen who would become his 
wife of 47 years, looked on. 
 
Before the game Friday, Goff was asked to mark the occasion with a 
ceremonial kickoff -- a 37-yard kick that went end-over-end. 
 
Goff, 69, characterized it as a "fair" attempt. 
 
"I've had some better ones in practice," he said. 
 
"Believe it or not, after 51 years, I still had butterflies in my stomach."  
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